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FLIGHT TEST
Extra 330LX
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FLIGHT TEST
Extra 330LX

with all the distractions and paraphemalia of
flight, and all day you are tatally responsible for
the protection of this toddler and priceless item.
If you understand this, great — if not, read it
again! Mever ever leave The Canopy open and
unattended for a moment - it won't look after
itself: a decent wind or prop-blast from another
aircraft or hebcopter will cause it to slam dosed
ard break. Mever ever push it forward when it
is not locked-closed as pushing it forward is
how you jetison it, whether you want to or not,
Of course, The Canopy is not priceless, but it
i5 €11,000 plus shipping. Most owners are
anby forgetful once. The toddler is unharmed
in this demonstration
Climbing in is easy, but care should be
exerdsed to avoid standing on the aileron
pushrads that rn through the lower cockpit, they
are nat designed as steps. | sit down, tum on the
master switch and use the pair of instrurment
panel switches to adjust the rudder pedalks.
These switches move a pedal each, so
afterwards | tum around to visually checdk that the
nedder is still in neutral with the pedals centred.
Strapping in to the seven-point Hooker
Harness takes a couple of minutes and once
adjusted leaves me satisfyingty immaobile. The

All boxes ticked
when it comes to
cockpit kit
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Steve Jones, along with Red Bull Air Race
World Champion Paul Bonhomime, makes up
the Red Bull Matadors team, cne of the UK's
mist dynamic aerobatic teamns. A captain with
BA, Steve has been flying in displays since
1993 and was the UK Freestyle Champion in
15995 and overall British Aerobatic Champion
in 1996, With the Matadors, Steve and Paul
fhy fly Sukhoi 265 or Sbach 3415 in their
formation displays and when radng,

Zivko Edge 540s.

cockpit is fairly small and duttered but everything
is to hand apart from the fuel cock, which is
hiclder low on the right side. Out of sight could
mean out of mind, so Extra has fitted a large
picture/placard prominently above it. Fuel
selections are “off, ‘both wings' or “acrg’, This
latter acro fank in the forward fuselage has been
increased in size to 67 litres, which is great news
as the previous smialler version was pratty
limitirg, The wing-tanks are required to be empty
for aerobatics, so | leave the sslector at acro. | do

.:.‘M?: : .ﬂ-’

a careful scan-check of all these switches and
gizmos to ensure everything is set comectly, but
the importantiterns are making sure the avionics
are off for engine start and that The Canopy is
elosed and lacked.

The usual start routine for an injected
Lycoming works immediately and a smooth
but far away rumble is apparent. Ol pressure
and electrics work as advertised, so | take a
marnent to tum all the avionics and EFDs an,
After a minute or b | am rewarded with very
pretty pictures of Attitude and Direction Indicators
on ane EFD with a map on the ather. Crikey, |
would kove 1o sit and fiddle with all this stuff but |
ought to go flying. Taxying the Extra on grass
could not be easier, a litle power gets us moving
and the steerable tailwhesl makes the necessary
weaving effortless. By tradition | hold the stick
back, but there is a fair bit of weight on the tail
while on the ground sa it is not vital to do so for
normal operation.

Concert pianist pedals

With everything warmed up and checked,
C-GOFF &5 ready for departure, Conditions are
perfect, there is a Skt wind blowing straight down
Litthe Gransden's grass runway and no other




traffic. | line up on the centreline, straighten the
tailwheel and hold the stick well aft of neutral.

1 do a quick final run through of what to expect
then smoothly apply full power.

Acceleration is rapid, with just the smallest
night-biased nedder inputs necessary to maintain
track. There 5 no forward wvisibility but ample
peripheral vision. A litthe forward stick lifts the tail
and a few seconds later we are airbome. Not
rmuch drama with that then,

| force miyself to keep raising the nose to
achieve an approximate maamum rate of dimb
speed of 90kt This requires a steep and
unnatural attitude but does get me to 2,000t
53 seconds from brake release. Nommally about
110kt would seem to be a comfortable speed
and attitude for dimbing. The footwork dunng
take-off (and landing) is straightforward, but
economy is the word. The 3300X has a fairly
powerful rudder coupled via springs to the
steerable tailwheel. This means that especally
with the tailwheel on the ground, overcontral is
the thing to be guarded against. Think of the
gentle pedal work demonstrated by a concert
pianist; that is what the Extra likes. Light shoes
and a deft touch, ittle-and-often. f you go at it
like you are reading a vat of grapes, the aircraft

will run around all over the runway and probably
groundioop. That will not be its fault.

On reaching a cvilised 110k, | throttle back
to 24in and reduce rpm to 2,400, At these
arbitrary figures we are not making too much
noise but retain sprightly performance. Climbing
to a safe aerobatic or long-range cruise height
will not take long in a 3300 On amiving at
3,500ft, | expenment with the controls. | am
rindful that Va is 158kt, meaning full-control
deflection s not permitted above that speed. It is
a limitation that could easily and accidentally be
averlooked in this aerodynamically slippery
machine, 50 care 5 essential

Extra ailerons have abways been good but
these are an improvernent on earlier versions.
They boast mcreased roll-rate while retaining the
instinctive quality to their feel. From my first attempt,
| have no trouble stopping a fast roll pretty much
bang on wings level. it feels very intuitive and is a
very pleasant surprise. Alleron design and set-up s
ane of the Dark Arts but this is excellent. 400° per
second i the quoted rate, not barking-mad or
industry-leading but enough to grab your attention
whatever you are trying to achieve.

From 145kt | tweak the nose up a little then
bang on fulHeft aileron. Five rotations take just

FLIGHT TEST
Extra 330LX

over six seconds including starting and stopping,
so | wouldn't argue with their quoted roll-rate.,
Afterwards however, | find myself having to do a
quick roll to the right to arrest my spinning head,
it works and | can move on. The elevator is light
and the stick-force doesn't increase much with
increasing g loading. Therefore a little care is
needed at very high speed or with an
unsuspecting passenger so as not to overdo the
g The rudder is light and moderately powerful.
The 1g stall comes at about 58kt indicated and is
benign, as are the accelerated versions that | try,
all producing a bit of pre-stall buffet and a small
wing-drop. Power-off spins, upright and inverted
are classical, gentle and predictable. Rotations are
fairly show and easy to stop.

As ever with spinning, | ensure | have the
luxury of height. There is no time to experiment
with power or aileron effects (thank heavens) so
I don't dwedl. Likewise flick (snap) rolls; | try a few
and it blats around veny smarthy. | would want to
do more to get it just right, but it is an Extra, | can
feel that it will do them well, so | move on.

Descending to 1,500, | set 2,700rpm and
full throttle. The indicated speed settles around
the 170kt mark, maybe a tad more. | check for
traffic, pull into a vertical dimb, and wait.
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i:-.'-'._u'.ls-a-.i-,r/.fgl:ueah-»:;sra:gl'-t up wilh just shighithy
increasing right rudder Mepessary to siog us
'..','E,I_'I_&f,-_-r;-:g off left az the speed falls We tome to
gfomplete stop at 3, 400ft Thig is justdme for
fulHef-rudder o stall-tum before e waukd star
falling backeands. .8

Recovering, | reduce to dimb pewer Ly 4
cleof turnbles; they don't gosery el nﬁt-._
ruch happens. | add a bit srord power, 2 load
rore spead and try again. Tes hings spring 1o
rrinck. First, the term chalk and cheece, because
sirddenhy we are wharnging around th
anidl ke a swated fly. Second, that this

En-ins
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is ot i asropkane. The question is@nsdened, i
cettainly can turmble nicely, givena bitof

amrzpeed and power or rpr, but naksamething
tor be doing with someone else's piide and joy.

Day/VFR tourer

Vifith the whacky stuff ous of #he way Lreducs
pawver o 23in/2, 300mpm and t2ke stock of the
situaticn. For a moment [gretend that this isn't a
“Warld Championship capable aercbatic aircaft
Lorig,ago, the attitucetndicator toppled during
the aerabatics but sverything else i merily
weorking aviay, Lhave more gizmes than | could

In the air, visibility is
excellent, apart from
the straight ahead bit

shake a stick at in this Grand Tourer. | could be
Uising at 155kt or mose over Europe, LSing the
F Displays to eass the workload in reduced

he ar owier thie sea. Sauawking and with
strabes blazing, planning on 400nM range plus
resenves, baggage in the back, other half in the
front, cockpit heaters o, koking fonvard to 2
veeek's holiday far from fveme | am net in the
mast comiartable seating positon but this is fully
adjustable so | could cartainly irmprove oy ot for
niest firme. Hiow doas all this make me feef

Fratty conternted, as long as the en route westher
i= 0% This is a day VR aeroplane. »
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Bt stop pretending about tauring, let's go and

iy & landing on grass. | set 22in,/2,200rpm for a
netghboury retum to Littk: Gransden, | check fuel
still set to 2o, boost purng on, also that no strap
ends from the front-saat have moved so as to foul
ruclder or brake movement — NB. | also did this
check prior o spinning, In a descent, this gves
abaut 180kt 50 | need to plan ahead, A couple of
miles from the fiekd 1 reduce power to 17in to get
the speed under control. Warking backwards, for
laneding | wart a trickle of power and about 7Skt
over the hedge, so about 85kt tuming final. There
are o drag o it devices an this aeroplane so
side-slipping & the toal of choice for drag vanance
— | will need some of this slip an final armeeay, to
sesg thie numway. A gentle descent at these speeds
requires very litfle poveer, the 3300X glides well,

There is na gther traffic so | join downwind
redudng through 140kt The view is good apart
from the usual straighit-in-front bit, which requires
a little weaving 1o check for surprises ahead. The
aircraft & nock-steachy as the speed confinues to
redue; for the first time | get to use the lovely
little efectric elevator frim switch on the stick —
shesr higury. & we tum onte final, | add a bit of
right rudder and smidgean of left stick; this keeps
the |eft side of the rurmaay in view. Controlling
the: spead ks faily easy but the power is dose to
idle. | increass the side-slip and add a litle more
povvar; this seems to give more immeadiate
contral af the speed and approach path allowing
e o arive at the thrashold as desired.

During the flare | remove the slip, dose the «
throte and awsit the unexpectaed, There is a
gerithe rumble from the tailwhes! and we ars
dowen on three points, There then follows. .
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not much really. The grass softly decelerates us
while | genthy apply the litle-and-often rudder
inputs to keep us in the middle of the wide grass
area, The tail seems happy to stay on the
ground, o | can lift it up for a while to see ahead
and reduce tathwhesl wear on rough surfaces,
Assuming currency on tailwheel aircraft and a
sensible unway, the approach and landing really
are that undemanding, | have flown various
Extras off tarmac, which does make them more
directionally vely than when an grass, but the
combination of nudder, steerable tailwhesl and
brakes makes it as drama-free as you wish. With
practioe, significant crosswinds do not present any
problerm. | vacate the runway, tum off all the
non-essential electrics and gently tax back to park.

S0, what is the Extra 33007 Is it an Unlimited
Level World Asrobatic Championship contenden?
Is it an unlimited touring aircraft? A& military or
cvilian training aircraft? The answer, to a certain
extant, i ves 1o all of these things. But | and
rmany potential purchasers of this aircraft will see
it as a sort of Tfestyle’ machine, a kind of
Porsche 811 turbo, it is an incredibly versatile,
high-performance sporting wehide that, if you are
lucky enaugh to be able to afford it, can be an
extrernely fulfilling thing to own. Porsche owners
rarely attack the relevant lap record at the
Nurburgring, likewise 330LX owners probably
won't enter the World Aerobatic Championships,
but in bath cases, everyone knows that they
could if they really wanted to, In the meantime,
evrers will happily satisfy themselves by
enjoying this remarkably versatile piece of
sporting machinery in whatever way they ruddy
wiell want to. | wouldn't argue with that. |

DIMEMNSIONS

gt 72m/ 256 1in
HelghE 2.6my/ 7t Sin
Winspan. fmy/ 26k
Wingarea_ ... 10.7m? 1158 Sin?
% WEIGHTS & LOADING
Emply weight...... s 1,4221k/645kg
miow 2,095lb/950ks
| Fuel...... 42,7g/ 1859
PERFORMAMCE
e 220kt/253mph
Stall speed (at mtow) . ..60kt/59mph
Manoeuvring speed . 158k F182mph
Rete of climb. ... 2,740fpm
Take-off to 50t 24am/814ft |
Landing from S0t ... ..o 548m/1, 7984 |
CO5T
281,000 + VAT
ENGINE
| Lycoming AEIC-580 B1A 315hp
SEATING
2
CONTACT DETAILS
wisextroanrcratt.oo.wk

The 330LX boasts
an extra 15hp
when compared
to the 300L




